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Message from the Potentate Page 3 

Greetings Nobles and Ladies, 

 
 Boy, 2020 has been a wild roller coaster ride.  It started out with a great gun show in January with a super 

large crowd then an awesome Potentate’s Ball in February.  It was the best turnout I have seen in 25 years as a mem-

ber here.  Illustrious Sir Bill Forshey and Lady Ruth did an outstanding job with the ball and we intend to do the same 

this year hopefully exceeding their numbers. It will be the same Country Western theme with some additional twists. 

You need to plan on attending and having a great time.   
 And then came the Covid pandemic with all its complications.  Everything went haywire, rentals tanked and 

bingo took a hit at all our locations.  We had to adjust all our processes at our locations to insure the safety and 

health of our workers and our customers and it severely impacted our funding. 
 Thanks to the hard work of the Potentate, his Divan and the club officers we managed to adjust our opera-

tions and remain open for business and still have a year out of the red on the books. It has been a hard job but the 

success of our gun shows, the SHC golf tournament, as well as the record breaking Sportsman's Gun Giveaway insured we still had a successful 

year. 
 I would like to thank everyone for their support the last 4 years and the vote of confidence in electing me as your Potentate for 2021.   

When I was asked to run for Oriental Guide several years ago I contacted many of the past Potentates I had met over the years.  They all sup-

port my nomination and assured me that they would support me all the way through the process.  I intend to take them all up on their offers 

for support.  
 Congratulations to the 2020 Alcazar Club of the Year - Wiregrass Shrine Club and the 2020 Alcazar Unit of the Year - Wiregrass 

Trail Busters.  A very special congratulations to Noble Ray Matheson - 2020 Alcazar Shriner of the Year.  You are missed my brother and the 

recognition was well deserved. We wish you had been here to receive it in person but we know you are watching over us and the children eve-

ry day.  Lady Joyce, it was great to see you, I know you are proud of the accomplishments Ray made because you were always an integral part. 

 

   Lady Karen and I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  We look forward to a great year and seeing you all here. 

 

Yours in the faith,  

 

David Royal 
David Royal 

Potentate, 2021 

 
Shriners believe in God and that He created man to serve His purposes, among which is service to others in His name. 

 

We believe that care for the less fortunate, especially children who suffer from burns and crippling diseases is our institutional calling. 

 

We are patriots, each willing to serve his country with fidelity and courage.  We cherish independence under law and freedom with responsibility. 

 

We honor family. We respect our parents, wives and children. We should instill in our children the tenets of this creed, and the heritage from which it  

emanates. 

 

As individuals we pledge ourselves to integrity, virtue and nobility of character. Our intentions will be honorable, our relations will be trustworthy and our 

spirits forgiving of each other. 

 

As brothers we offer each other fraternal affection and respect. Together we will support each other in adherence to this creed, so that we and our  

communities will be the better because of our fraternity and it’s principles. 

 

As Shriners we look beyond ourselves to serve the needs of others, especially children who cannot help themselves. We believe Shriners Hospitals to be the 

world’s greatest philanthropy, and we covenant with each other to support its “Temples of mercy” with spirit, time, talent, and means. 

Hello Ladies! 

 
 At the time of this writing, David and I are wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year. I 

am so looking forward to working with all of you and meeting the ladies I haven't met yet.   As we are an unstoppable 

force of Shrine Ladies when we work together towards our common goal of helping kids … Be kids. 

 

Let’s have a blast in 2021. 

 

Lady Karen 

Message from the First Lady 

Shriners Creed  
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Greetings Nobles and Ladies, 

 

Hope you all had a Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year and are looking forward to many new and exciting events happening 

in 2021. The year 2020 was very difficult as far as reaching our financial goals and affecting our membership with this dreaded 

COVID-19 virus. Hopefully, this virus has not affected you or your family and we can look forward to 2021 with a brighter 

outlook. 

 

Let me take this opportunity to say “Thank You” for allowing me to serve as your Chief Rabban for 2021. I promise to work 

as diligently and as honorably as one can, with the expectation of making this the most prosperous year ever. It is going to be 

a busy year with many anticipating accomplishments, but very little will be achieved without all of you helping.  A genuine thank you for everyone 
that helped to make the year 2020 successful, especially for coming through and selling more sponsorships to the Sportsman Give-Away than we 

have ever done before! 

 

Having said that, remember it takes us all to accomplish our goals and meet our objectives. We need your help! Please support all of our activi-

ties and events. Now is the time to educate the public as to what a Shriner stands for. Be active and try to bring in new members. Our member-

ship rolls are falling; we are very top heavy and need to bring in younger members. Make a commitment to try to bring at least one new member 

to this fraternity. This is a proud organization that performs a vital service not only for our community, but for the world. Be part of making a 

child’s life better. 

 

A reminder of upcoming events. Friday January 8, will be the 1st quarterly meeting of the year with the Installation of Officers. Please come and 

show your support and provide your input as this is your fraternity too! On Saturday, January 9th, the outgoing party for Illustrious Sir Bill For-

shey and Lady Ruth will be held in the Red Fez Club. Bill and Ruth have worked hard this past year to make it as enjoyable and successful as pos-

sible, even during this pandemic.  Bill did a terrific job on communications and providing us with a book outlining the procedures which will help 

all members.  Please refer to the calendar on the back for times and dates of upcoming events. Mark your calendar for March 27th, this will be 

Illustrious Sir David and Lady Karen’s Potentate’s Ball.  

 

I end by saying, “United We Stand, Divided We Fall”. Let’s all work together to make 2021 a successful year and this can only happen with your 

participation. 

 

Remember, we are “Southern Proud but with a Caring Heart”. 

Yours in the Faith, 

Randy McFarland 
Randy McFarland 

Chief Rabban, 2021 

Message from the Assistant Rabban 

Greetings Nobles & Ladies, 

 
Here we are already at the end of 2020.  This has been a year we won't forget anytime soon.  Let's look forward to 2021 & 

what we will accomplish. 

  
First & foremost, we must "each" strive to be a Top Line Signer on "Just One" Alcazar petition for initiation in 2021.  Think 

how our membership would grow!  As your Membership Chairman, call me if I can help in any assistance.  # 334.618.4125 

  
 A most heartfelt Thanks to Illustrious Sir Bill Forshey & First Lady Ruth, for their leadership this year and best wishes for 

their future. 

  
 It has been my pleasure to serve as your High Priest & Prophet and thank you for your support.  I will continue to work with the Divan and 

members in any way I can. 

  
Our purpose as Shriners is to help children by changing lives every day through innovative pediatric specialty care, world-class research and out-

standing medical education. Our hospitals provide advanced care for children with orthopedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip 

and palate.  Let's make 2021 our most productive year for the children. 

  
Now as we come into the Christmas Season, let's remember its True Meaning and what it means to each of us.  May each Noble & Lady have a 

Blessed Christmas & 2021.  Until next time, I leave you with these thoughts, " You will be confident, because there is hope.  You will look care-

fully about and lie down in safety." 

 

Yours In The Faith, 

Eddie Ellis 
Eddie Ellis 

Assistant Rabban, 2021 

 



.Greetings Nobles & Ladies, 

 

Well a new year is here and it is business as usual and the Divan has big plans for this year. We have several fund raisers 

as well lots of fun and fellowship with the nobility. I am looking forward to a new chapter with the Divan and thanks to 

Illustrious Sir Bill Forshey and the rest of the Divan for a good but difficult 2020. We are still losing members for one 

reason or the other so please work on your lodge brothers to join us at the shrine. If you are a shrine member I chal-

lenge you to attend the quarterly meetings and become more Involved with the Divan and help us make our events 

more fun and rewarding. 

 

Yours in Faith 
 

Jack Crysel 
Jack Crysel 

High Priest & Prophet, 2021 
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Message from the Oriental Guide 

Greetings Nobles & Ladies, 

 

Myself and Lady Jayne thank you for the honor of having us serve on your Divan this year.  We look forward to work-

ing with the rest of the Divan and their ladies in supporting this great philanthropy and fraternity. 

 

We look forward to getting out to all the clubs and units and meeting you all this year. We hope you will join us at all 

the temple activities Illustrious Sir David and Lady Karen put on for the temple. 

 

Please let me know if there is anything we can do for you.  Thanks again and see you around the temple. 

 
Yours in Faith 

 

Kenny Wood 
Kenny Wood 

Oriental Guide, 2021 

Message from the Treasurer 

.Greetings Nobles & Ladies 

 

Nobles,  thank you for the vote of confidence by electing me as your Treasurer for 2021.  The 2020 year has been one 

for the  record books but we sure do not want to repeat any time soon.  Our temple was hit real hard by the pandemic 

and our rentals that are our mainstay were severely curtailed.  Our Potentate and your Divan worked extremely hard 

to keep the ship afloat and we ended the year in a positive note due to their hard work.   

 

We hope 2021 will start off strong and recover quickly.  The Potentate’s proposed 2021 Operating Budget is on page 

10 for your review and comments as required.  Thanks for your support in keeping our temple moving forward. 

 
Yours in Faith 

 

Allen Daniels 
Allen Daniel 

Treasurer, 2021 

Notices 
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Greeting Nobles and Ladies, 

 
As you receive this issue, I hope everyone is healthy and is ready for the holiday season.  
 
With the new year it brings new leadership and I want to I want to congratulate our new Potentate and Divan 
in their new positions and welcome the new Oriental Guide. I am looking forward to the upcoming year. 
 
Lady Dottie Lou and I wish you and yours a Merry Christmas and safe and prosperous New Year.   
 
Remember, Our Children are Our guiding Light. 

Yours in the Faith, 

 

Lee R. Sims,  
Lee R. Sims, P.P. 
Recorder, 2021 

Message from the Recorder 

HOSPITAL TRANSPORTATION  
October - December 2020 

The Nobles and ladies listed below have worked in providing transportation for our young patients 
and their parents to Shriners Hospitals for Children.  

THANK EACH OF YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND SERVICE 
Number of trips for this period of time 0 

POV   7 
Alcazar Shriners are always looking for Nobles and their Ladies that would like to participate in our 
transportation program and become a driver and or a co-driver.  If you are interested, please call 
Lee Sims, Recorder in the Temple office, 334/279-9174. 

         DRIVER               TRIPS                       DRIVER             TRIPS 

Hospital Transportation Report 

Necrology Report 

Other Activities Going On Around the Hill 
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